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Haggai 1

In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word
of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest:

Ezra 5:1-2

1 Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant of Iddo,
prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of
Israel, who was over them.

2 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Joshua son of Jozadak set to work to
rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were with
them, supporting them.

Haggai 1



2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not
yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.”

3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai:

4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this
house remains a ruin?”

Psalm 104:16
The trees of the Lord are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
Psalm 92 :12-13
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;
planted in the house of the Lord,
they will flourish in the courts of our God.
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5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.

Put your Heart on your Roads

6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough.
You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You
earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8
Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that |
may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much,
but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, | blew away. Why?”
declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while



each of you is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the
heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 | called for a
drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive
oil and everything else the ground produces, on people and livestock, and on
all the labor of your hands.”

1 Kings 8:27-30

27 “But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven,
cannot contain you. How much less this temple | have built! 28 Yet give
attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, Lord my God. Hear
the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this day. 29
May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which
you said, ‘My Name shall be there, so that you will hear the prayer your servant
prays toward this place. 30 Hear the supplication of your servant and of your
people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your
dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

Colossians 1:19-20:
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,

20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
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12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest,
and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God
and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent
him. And the people feared the Lord.

13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of the Lord to the
people: “I am with you," declares the Lord. 14 So the Lord stirred up the spirit
of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son
of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people.



They came and began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, their God, 15
on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month.

Deuteronomy 32:11-12

like an eagle that stirs up its nest
and hovers over its young,

that spreads its wings to catch them

and carries them aloft.

The Lord alone led him

Ezra 5:1-2

1 Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant of Iddo,
prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of
Israel, who was over them. 2 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Joshua
son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the
prophets of God were with them, supporting them.

In a time of deep decline and discouragement, Haggai’s single minded and ardent
preaching again gave the people of God new perspective on their relationship with God
and on the promised blessings. In encouraging the people to rebuild the temple, Haggai
gave them a new spiritual center, without which they would have perished as the people of
God in the vortex of history.

Pieter A Verhoef

Which House are you Remodeling?

What is getting your best energy and attention?
Consider your Ways...

Place your heart on your road...



Haggai 1 Discussion Questions:

1. Do you have any terrible remodeling stories you can tell? Why do we love
to remodel our homes?

2. Read Haggai 1 - What is the accusation the Lord is bringing against his
people?

3. What is a modern application of the concern that God's people were
"paneling your own home while my house lays in ruin"?

4. If you miss 6 Sundays of worship in a row, it is highly unlikely that you will
get out of the habit of coming to worship/church. Why do you think this is?

5. Where (or when) have you focused on the wrong remodeling project in your
life spiritually? And how did you get back on track?
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